38         THE MEANING OF THE WAR

article which cannot repair its own injuries;
on the other, life, the power of creation
which makes and remakes itself at every
instant. On one side, that which uses itself
up; on the other, that which does not use
itself up.

Indeed, our philosopher will conclude, the
machine did use itself up. For a long time
it resisted; then it bent; then it broke.
Alas 1 it had crushed under it a multitude of
our children; and over the fate of this young
life, which was so naturally and purely heroic,
our tears will continue to fall. An implacable
law decrees that spirit must encounter the
resistance of matter, that life cannot advance
without bruising that which lives, and that
great moral results are purchased by much
blood and by many tears. But this time the
sacrifice was to be rich in fruit as it had been
rich in beauty. That the powers of death
might be matched against life in one supreme
combat, destiny had gathered them all at a
single point. And behold how death was